
Fire Weather Planning Resources
Prescribed Fire in 

Wisconsin



• Fire Weather Forecasts
 National Weather Service
 MesoWest
 V-Smoke 

Objectives 



Wisconsin Forecast Offices: 

National Weather Service 

• La Crosse 

⚬ Southwest WI

• Green Bay

⚬ Northeast WI

• Milwaukee/Sullivan

⚬ Southeast and South Central WI



1.Enter a Zip Code and State 

at weather.gov 

https://www.weather.gov/

National Weather Service 

https://www.weather.gov/


If you use weather.gov, 

you’ve seen this type of 

forecast before. 

General forecast for area 

Forecast area is within 5 
miles of your map marker. 

7-Day Forecast: 



1.Enter a Zip/State at 

weather.gov 

2.Move the forecast area to your 

farm or ranch and click 

On this page you can change the 
5-mile forecast area and find 

additional information such as 
hourly forecasts 

National Weather Service 

Forecast area 



1.Enter a Zip/State at 

weather.gov 

2.Move the forecast 
area to your 
address and click 

Locate the hourly 
weather link to the 
right of current 
conditions 

3.

National Weather Service 

Hourly Weather 



1.Enter a Zip/State at 

weather.gov 

2.Move the forecast area to your 
address and click 

3.Locate the hourly weather link 

to the right of current conditions 

4.You’ve arrived, bookmark this 
page so you don’t have to 

repeat the steps 

National Weather Service 



5.Check boxes of information 

you need and hit submit 

−Temp 

−Surface Wind 

−Sky Cover 

−Relative Humidity 

−Mixing Height 

−Haines Index 

−Trans Wind 

National Weather Service 



Try this, if you are a visual 

learner. The hourly graph 

might alert you to changing 

weather conditions. 

Hourly Graph: 







• Just click on hourly 
weather graph to pull 
up tabular. 

• Same information, 
different format 

Digital Tabular: 





The Fire Weather Planning 
Forecast provides a general 
discussion and basic fire 
weather information. 

Under Fire Weather Forecast 
some offices include a 6-10 
day outlook for the region. 

Fire Zone Forecast: 



Mesowest
https://glff.mesowest.org/

• Fuel conditions data
o Canadian Forest Fire Danger Rating System 

(CFFDRS)
 Initial Spread Index

• Expected rate of spread
 Fine Fuel Moisture Code

• Probabitity of ignition
 Duff Moisture Code

• Consumption of medium woody 
material

 Drought Code
• Consumption of large woody 

material

https://glff.mesowest.org/


• Click on the Tabular and 
Station Data button



• Click on the 
Current CFFDRS 
Data button



• Click on the change 
station button



• This Screen will 
popup zoom in to find 
your closest station.  



• Dodgeville DLEW3 is the 
closest station for greater 
Mt. Horeb area that has 
CFFDRS data



• This is the final screen
• There are four columns 

that are important for 
fuels data
o Fine Fuel Moisture 

Code (FFMC)
 Scale: 0-101

o Duff Moisture 
Code (DMC)
 Technically 

open ended 
o Drought Code (DC)

 Technically 
open ended 

o Initial Spread 
Index  (ISI)
 Technically 

open ended 



V-Smoke

• https://weather.gfc.state.ga.us
/GoogleVsmoke/vsmoke-
Good2.html

• Search for address or move 
map to location and click 

• Input acreage
• How long burn will last
• Type of ignition 
• Fuel type and load
• Wind direction 
• Mixing height
• can zoom in and see how 

severly smoke will impact 
areas downwind

https://weather.gfc.state.ga.us/GoogleVsmoke/vsmoke-Good2.html


Questions?


